finite love towards his devotees, acceded to her request and
said 'please yourself.  He   usually, after   taking his bath,
visited the Ashram cows and caressed them.  It was arran-
ged that when the dressing would be opened immediately
after the bath, before the new   dressing was   put on the
wound, I could see him and examine him.   It was cer-
tainly a great and supreme moment in my life, of an Ava-
tar, graciously   accepting to be   examined by   me. I was
ready, waiting with clean sterilised hands, along with the
Ashram cows, for Him to emerge from the bath. He soon
gave me his Darshan with a smile of beatitude.  I saw the
ulcer which was most probably a malignant one which was
extending. He was very emaciated and bloodless. After nry
examination I submitted to Him, that as an act of devotion,
rather than of treatment, that I readily accepted the sugges-
tion of Mrs. N, and that it was presumption on my part
to treat.an Avatar.   But still I ventured to suggest, some
treatment to counter his anemia, though it might not be a
cure of his disease, but might enable his body to gain some
strength and energy.   I also assured Him that the medicines
I would be prescribing and sending would neither contain
alcohol or any animal substance.  He was silent throughout
the interview, and nodded his assent with a smile towards
me and Mrs. N, a smile that stirred the very depths of
our being.   He returned  then  to   the usual  communal
breakfast and meditation.  I returned home and sent suit-
able medicines to the Manager of the Ashram as  my
offerings to the Lord, to be used if He pleases.

A doctor of importance in any town has to bear the
brunt of responsibility for treating V.LP.'s and I.P.'s. It is
always a tricky business requiring on occasion fine clinical
judgement and brutal frankness with the patient to
make him follow directions. I was called in to see and
treat a leader of a radical party some years ago. He
was stated to be suffering from some vague heart complaint
and palpitation. His wife and some friends picked me up
to see him. When I met him he was in the midst of a
conference of party workers and there was quite a lot of
shouting going on. When I examined him I found his
blood pressure very high, he had a number of missing
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